
 

  1 

N  ow we know that if the 

earthly tent we live in is 

destroyed, we have a 

building from God, an eternal house in heaven, 

n o t  b u i l t  b y  h u m a n  h a n d s .   

    2 Corinthians 5:1  

Health Issues  

Recently, weõve had two 

brothers return to Albania 

t o  ca r e  f o r  a i l i n g 

mothers.  First, Artan 

Samara returned because 

his mother Valentina (Vali) 

was diagnosed with a brain 

tumor.  Vali had been 

visiting her daughter 

Matilda in Holland and had 

d e v e l o p e d  b a d 

headaches.  Matilda brought her back and 

stayed with her for a couple of weeks to be 

with her through doctors visits etc.  When she 

was diagnosed, then Artan joined Matilda here 

and stayed after she left to care for their 

mother.  If you remember Artan and Matilda 

lost their father a little more than a year 

ago.  Since that time, Vali has been very 

faithful in her attendance in the worship, and 

we have all grown quite attached to 

her.  There were many prayers that were 

offered on her behalf.  Both Matilda and 

Artan expressed their gratitude for the 

church family during this time.  Matilda told 

me, òthis is what a family is supposed to be 

like.ó  Valiõs prognosis at this time is that 

sheõs doing well, but Iõd ask you to keep her in 

your prayers as they expect that the cancer 

will recur, but also as she considers making a 

commitment to God.  

In addition to Artan Samara returning, Artan 

Xhaferaj also returned to take care of his 

mom, Veve.  Her health deteriorated fast, 

and it was very unexpected for us all.  She 

was diagnosed with cancer of the stomach, 

and within just a few weeks she was 

gone.  When the doctorõs told her there was 

no hope, she asked to see Artanõs 

kids.  Artan and Rumira were helped with 

some òbuddy ticketsó by a member of the 

Maryville congregation, and used some 

heroic efforts to get here.  Artan, Rumira, 

and the kids spent about 10 days with 

her.  During that time Luli, who lives in 

London and was baptized  after Artan put 

her in touch with the church there, talked 

with her mom a lot during her last 
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days.  Finally Veve expressed a desire to be 

baptized.  The Tirana brothers found a 

portable baptistery and on Saturday the 17th 

of October, I was privileged to be present 

when Artan baptized her into Christ.  It was a 

bitter sweet event.  

Early Thursday morning Artan and Rumira had 

to leave.  After they had said good -bye to her 

sometime in the wee hours of the morning, she 

slipped into the hands of her Father and her 

pain was over.  We buried her on Friday in the 

village beside her husband who had died years 

before.  Bledi performed the graveside service 

at Artanõs request.  Praise God that we know 

we will meet her again in heaven 

some day! 

New News  

Maybe the most 

significant new 

thing in recent 

months is Bledi 

Valcaõs becoming a 

full time worker for 

the church.  We are very 

grateful to the Maryville, TN 

c o n g r e g a t i o n  w h o  s u p p o r t s 

Bledi.  When Artan left, it left a big hole, and 

a lot of work that needed to be done.  He has 

jumped in with both feet ñof course you that 

have visited know very well, that Bledi was 

very active in the work of the church even 

when his livelihood came from a secular 

source.  Bledi works hard to study and bring 

strong Biblical lessons to the church, and find 

new ways to educate and serve. We still miss 

Artan, Rumira, and the kids, but it makes it 

more bearable to have Bledi, Bona, and Lemuel 

around.  Thank you, God, making us partners in 

Your work.  

On October 22nd Bart Rybinski, from EEM 

(Eastern European Missions) came to 

visit.  This had been in the plans for more than 

a year.  I met Bart in Germany last year, and 

he told me of his desire to visit Albania.  This 

year  the plans became more concrete.  He 

wanted to talk with men from all the churches 

in Albania about what EEM might be able to do 

to help in the Lordõs work here.  We hope this 

working relationship will be a long and fruitful 

one. 

After much talk and planning, my 

communication class started on September 

5th.  Some time ago McGraw Hill donated 20 

copies of their Communication Works  text 

books to us for the purpose of a 

communication class.  For those of you that 

arenõt aware, my major was Communication 

Education.  Dr. Ellis from Harding was 

generous enough to share his syllabus 

with me, and I designed a course 

based on the text and the 

syllabus for Hardingõs 

Communication 101.  This is a 

subject that is not offered in 

Albanian schools, so thereõs 

been a lot of good discussion 

and as well Iõve received some 

good feedback.  We have 

thought about this as a possible 

outreach tool, so weõll see how that 

goes.  Itõs taken a lot of effort for all of usñI 

feel a little like Iõve been running an endurance 

race, but if it can be useful to bring others to 

Christ, it will be worth it!  

On October 31st, Arjan Hyka partnered with a 

friend and opened their own restaurant.  They 

opened their doors for the first time for the 


