
2 0 0 9  S P E C I A L  E D I T I O N

WANALE Witness
z  University Approved and on the Map! z

After three years of prayer, meetings, planning, and applications, LivingStone International University 
has been given a “Letter of Interim Authority” by the government of Uganda and bought land.

WITNESSING GODÕS WORK IN UGANDA AND BEYOND...ÓAnd you will be my witnesses to the ends of  the earth.Ó

They didnÕt like the name 
ÒMessiah.Ó Fifteen percent of  
UgandaÕs population is Muslim, 
and the National Council of  
Higher Education (NCHE) has 
some Muslim members. The 
Koran also speaks of  Jesus as 
Messiah, but Muslims do 
not believe that he is the 
Son of  God or deity in any 
form. So our Þrst choice 
for the name (Messiah 
International University) 
was not approved. After 
conÞrming that we were 
permitted to choose an 
explicitly Christian name--
something that was essential to 
all of  us--we selected 
LivingStone International 
University . ÒLiving StoneÓ is a 
reference to Jesus in 1 Peter 2:4. 
At the same time, the name 
recalls the famous African 
missionary David Livingstone 
from the mid 1800s. The 
Council approved our new 

name in December of  2008, 
and we now been proceeding 
with full authority to develop 
the university.

Finding Partners  
The ÒLetter of  Interim 
AuthorityÓ gives us three years 

to demonstrate that we have the 
capacity to run a university. Our 
Þrst year focussed on two major 
aspects: Þnding partners and 
buying land. We began in April 
with the 2nd University 
Advisors Summit in Uganda, 
bringing in top drawer 
Christian leaders from all over 
East Africa. Many of  them 
agreed to sit on our University 
Advisors Council. In addition to 
providing valuable input, these 

council members will help us 
raise funds from within Africa as 
well as promote LivingStone in 
their regions. In May, LIU 
participated in the 3rd East 
African Universities Exhibition 
in the capital city, where we met 

over a thousand high 
school seniors looking for a 
place to study. In July, LIU 
made its debut in the US at 
the North American 
Christian Convention and 
courted potential partner 
churches and 

organizations.

Buying land  
By September, LivingStone had 
enough capital to begin buying 
land. We are working to acquire 
at least 50 acres right on the 
major highway to the capital. In 
November, we began working 
on our Campus Master Plan. 
You can see a Google Earth 
image of  the land on our 
website: www.LivingStone.ac.ug



Mbale Mission Team News
This year Messiah Theological Institute (MTI) graduated a record of  over 50 church leaders from its 
Basic and Advanced CertiÞcate programs. Along with our 9th annual graduation exercises in Mbale, we 
saw 25 graduate from Southern Sudan and Northern Uganda at our Nimule Extension Center in 
Sudan! All of  these men and women are actively preaching, teaching, and serving God in their local 
congregations. Each of  the 25 graduates in Sudan pledged to plant at least one new church in 2010. As 
LivingStone develops, MTI will continue to play a critical role in providing theological and ministry 
training to those who do not have enough education to reach the university level. Over the past 10 years, 
we have seen a tremendous advantage in the growth and health churches whose leaders attend MTI.

Church Planting and Discipleship
James Luchivya took over the leadership of  the Rural Ministry 
from Phillip in 2007 so he could focus on developing LIU. In 2009, 
James led his team to open 27 new churches. He also changed the 
name to Church Planting and Discipleship to reßect the new 
emphasis on urban evangelism.  At the annual prayer and planning 
retreat last month (with African leaders serving in Kenya, Uganda, 
and Sudan) they set a goal of  planting  new churches in 2010.

True Religion
Africa has over 10 million orphans. Many of  them lost their 
parents to AIDS. Others were left alone after car accidents, wars, 
or diseases as exotic as malaria or as common as diarrhea. 
Through partnership with Christian Relief  Fund in Amarillo, TX 
(and dozens of  family sponsors), our team reaches out to more 
than 200 orphans in Uganda, Kenya, and Sudan. Some are placed 
in Christian foster homes; others are boarded at Kitale ChildrenÕs 
Home. All of  them get the love of  Christ and physical aid.
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Shero Family News
We have three reading children in the house for the Þrst time, and the past several months have been a 
thrill for us as Annalise has learned to read, Israel has improved his skill, and Malachi has fallen in love 
with the imaginative world of  books. As bibliophiles ourselves, we have held our breath to see if  our kids 
would share our love of  books. They seem to be well on their way, and in recent months we have enjoyed 
lots of  quality time cuddled on the couch with a books. 

MBALE MISSION SCHOOL
Recently, Laura took over as Administrative Coordinator of  our teamÕs mission school. Organized a bit 
like a home-school co-op, the school serves the needs of  our own team children as well as several other 
expatriate families in town. We average between 10 and 20 students ranging from age 3 to 18. We have 
3-5 volunteer teachers from the States, and several of  the parents teach classes as well. As we prepare to 
open LivingStone University, the needs of  our mission school will grow. We are looking for folks with a 
background in education (either teaching or administration) who would commit 2 to 3 years here to help 
us grow. Please contact us for more information.

PUPPIES
Our Great Dane, Abby, had her Þrst litter of  puppies earlier this year. The following months have been 
exciting for our children as they have become the self-proclaimed Òpuppy babysitters.Ó They have held, 
fed, cuddled, and played with the tiny furballs. Many have been sung to, and several have heard Bible 
stories! It has been a joy to share in the wonder of  GodÕs creative genius, both delighted and awed by his 
design. We kept two of  the puppies, who have been named Jessie and Lucy. The other puppies have 
found homes with friends or teammates in town, so we will be able to visit them.

NEW VEHICLE
A reliable 4WD vehicle is essential to our work. We travel rugged, muddy roads for village visits and 
slalom over potholed tarmack to reach the capital city. In addition, we host many visitors and interns, 
requiring a truck with room for us AND them. We recently purchased a 1-year-old Land Cruiser that has 
already blessed us and our team. Thank you so much to all who contributed to make that possible.   

Love, Phillip, Laura, Malachi, Israel, and Annalise


