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COINCIDENCE?

Do you want to hear a strange story?
Last week we bid on something on eBay
in CANADA, and the seller wrote back:

Bonjour,

| realize that this is a strange question.
Bear with me. | was just wondering if
you may have met a Canadian guy in
the amphitheatre above Lyon last
summer? You were showing some
friends around? Just checking...

We wrote back, giving the 2 dates in
July when we might have met at the
Roman ruins, and he answered:
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o, That is quite a coincidence. | was sitting
» alone up in the seating, it was evening,
and your husband gave me his phone
number.

4/ | believe that you said that you came to
of France to work with the church and
o5 ended up staying. You were originally
o, from California? The California part I'm
ZX not so sure about.

Zﬁ Lyon was one of my favorite places in

e France, and | would like to include it in
4( areturn visit to be sure.
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g Now isn’t that SOMEthing?!

ZX We never know whose lives we touch.

W God moves in a mysterious way.
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¢/ Of course we have invited the young

¢ man to come back to Lyon and stay

& with us next time. It will be neat to see

& what develops.
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LYON AND BEYOND

Lyon Bible seminar: In November, I presented a 3-
part seminar on God’s compassion, designed for non-
Christians. Turnout from our church members was
very good, but we had only 2 visitors. The seminar
was recorded and is available for our contacts.

Retreat near Lyon: Last month was the annual
meeting of leaders for French-speaking churches in
Europe. Central themes were how to be more
effective in evangelism and how to best minister to
isolated Christians. Good discussions and fellowship.

Marseille marriage seminar: We just received this
note from Denise Heroux “Just to let you know that
since your seminar, I believe that M & E are making
great strides to work on their marriage! They have a
long way to go, but what a long way they have
already come. M has been coming to church fairly
regularly, and E seems less bitter than before. It is a
joy to see her happier. Please keep them in your
prayers. A sincere thanks for your ministry.”

And even Holland: We had a quick visit from the
daughter of close friends and long-time supporters,
Kerbe & Delores Leéan Tennessee. Barry & Kara
Loveare working in Holland, and they chose to make
the long trip to come see us. We had a French
Sunday dinner prepared by Pamela, and they seemed
surprised at how leisurely our meal was. That
reminded us of a Reader’s Digest article saying that
the American “family dinner is disappearing,
plummeting 33% in the past 3 decades.” How sad.

We hope all of you have lots of family conversation

over the holidays. MERRY CHRISTMAS AND

HAPPY NEW YEAR!
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Roman theater in Lyon where we met the Canadian



Arlin & Paela before the weather turned cold

X Please pray for a young couple
who are young Christians and
have 2 children. Ricardo &
Nathalie are having marital
problems, and the resulting
fallout is spiritual suffering. The
Lyon congregation has been
surrounding them with love
individually, and a group of us
even went & prayed with them.
May God give us wisdom as we
try to help!

X We also request your prayers
for Pamela’'s health . She is
suffering from side effects of
the medicine she has to take for
5-6 years as follow-up
treatment for her cancer.

c/o Byte, 3701 S. Broadway
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Church of Christ
Guthrie, OK 73044

YOUR HELP IS NEEDED

Our last newsletter contained a chart showing the plunge of
the dollar/euro exchange rate.

Below is the chart again. Our thanks to Doug Williams for
preparing it. (In our last newsletter we, not Doug, got our
figures switched and reported a 60 percent drop instead of
40.)

In 2002 we received 2237 euros for $2,000.

A year later, we received 1824 euros for $2,000.
2004: 1676 euros for $2,000

2005: 1598 euros for the same amount

2006: 1573 euros

June 2007: 1491 euros

Dec. 2007: 1339 euros

(Actual exchange rates we received at the bank.)

Just try to imagine a 40 percent salary cut.
Then add inflation, at an all-time high since 2001.

We absolutely hate asking like this, but we urgently need
your help.

Would you consider helping us financially on a monthly
basis?

If you are already giving, would you be able to increase your
monthly support?

Could you talk to your friends or church and encourage them
to contribute?

One-time gifts are also needed for mission trips to French-
speaking Africa and the Caribbean.

We believe that keeping mature, experienced leadership in
the field is essential.

Few people have the command of the French language, the
background in the French culture, and the practical
knowledge & experience to fill this role.

Your contribution enables you to be a partner in this
important and difficult work.

We feel honored that you would support our ministry (and

would even read this far).

We are thankful to God for everyone’s prayers and financial
support, and for the opportunity to serve over here.

May He lavish you with every spiritual blessing to be
found in Christ Jesus!

EURO EXCHANGE RATE RESULTING IN 40% SALARY CUT
Euro Exchange Rate for $2,000
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ﬁ‘ In 2008, may we all experience the riches of God’s o

¥ glorious inheritance in the saints, and his incompara- &
‘5% b/y great power for us who believe! (  Ephesians 1 ) “%
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