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This has been a particularly difficult
month for our family. An uncle of mine,
that will not be known in church circles
passed away suddenly.

Though he was not a Christian and never
heard me preach it was he who helped
me more than anyone in training for pub-
lic speaking. He introduced meto The
Association of Speakers Clubs
(Toastmasters in the States) when | first
began to preach. So whilst he never
helped me with the content of a sermon,
the construction of it and the delivery
were always advised on.

His son, my cousin died when we were
21 which may have brought about a bar-
rier for him amongst other things to be-
lief, where for me it drove me closer to
God.

So my uncle Cliff’s sudden passing
caused timeto stand still asit werefor a
couple of weeks as we have coped with
the details and the aftermath of such an
event. My Aunt Violet and cousin Bever-
ley are coping well but | would ask for
your prayers. That they will not only
cope with this loss but will consider for
themselves at this time the claims of
Christ.
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Our fund raising is going exceptionally
well. As you can see from the graph we
are almost half way there in keeping with
what we committed to do by this time of
year.

Individual and congregational donations
have been made, sales have

been held and many more plans have
been made to keep the momentum go-

ing.

Please remember if you would like to
donate to the fund or know if anyone
would like to cheques should be made
payable to “Church of Christ”.

Thank you to everyone who has done so
much to help.
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WORK WORK WORK

We are fortunate to have the facility of a building to
use week in week out. It does mean however it needs
to be maintained. A lot of vital work has been com-
pleted and more needs to be done to ensure it does not
fall around the ears of anyone. We are working not
only to keep it structurally sound but making sure it is
accessible for the disabled.

We also want to make sure it is an inviting place for
people to come to so a lot of rubbing down and painting
of woodwork is taking place.

We are very fortunate to have members with the talent to oversee this work
and others who are enthusiastic enough to help but just need guidance—like
myself.

WOODLANDS ADVENTURE CAMP. YOUTH BIBLE STUDIES.

We were very disappointed to lose the ~ School holidays are here and folks are
use of Maplewell this year but we have  taking their annual holidays. Soitis un-
managed secure another camp site. ~ fortunate that our regular studies will
This did not happen soon enough to now be alittle hit and miss according to

who isavailable. It is however agood
EE taoLurl Iyrcc)alﬁ)rgcg;noepr?; f;)rr] é\/l:grlre]:;vil[lh_ time to discuss questions that individuals

: : : have as we divert from group studies for
ers who were still available to come wiill

no doubt have a great time at the awhile.

place we have found. It will run from Future events.

July 28th—Aug 1st. It is a place where  We are discussing and making plans for a num-
they will be able to enjoy rock climb- ber of activities. Some are events through which

ing, high ropes, canoeing and much we WI” try to raise money for the cI|n|c_ m_Ma—
lawi. Some will be social as a way of bringing

more. So it will be aCtior_l packed. We un-churched friends along as a way of intro-
have some great devotionals planned  dudng them to other members.. And others will
based around the activities and the be gospel outreach.

outdoors. So it will be different but just

as enjoyable | am sure. We have attempted coffee mornings in the past

without much success but the demography
around the building has changed over the last
year and we feel it is well worth trying again
now.

| appreciate very much your generosity
in helping me continue in this work. It is
a privilege to be involved and | believe

there are exciting times ahead.




UK TO USA.

Some time ago the daughter of one of our members (who has never been baptised)
brought her friend to Maplewell Summer Holidays. Her friend Stevie started coming
to our meetings and studies and was immersed. Stevie, now 17 left today for a trip
to the States to visit her friends in Nashville who came here on campaign.

This might sound silly, but I think it is absolutely marvellous that she should have an
opportunity to travel like that. Who knows if she would ever have been able to do
that had she not come along to her friends summer camp. This brings home to me
the beauty of the church being a family. Not some organisation or club, but a real
big living family, that anyone can be a part of, no matter where they are from or
what their background is. The love and acceptance that Stevie has found is open to
every one. | certainly have found that travelling around and | am sure you have to.
It's just in the business of life some times | forget. Thank you for your friendship and
if there is such a word your familyship!

PREACHING AND TEACHING.

Our mid-week Bible study has now reached Matthew 7 of the Sermon on the Mount. So much
discussion ensues (and it does keep to the subject) we have gleaned so much from it. No mat-
ter how much you pr epar e some one al ways points something out you didn't r ealisewas
there.

We are now in chapter 8 of Hebrews on Sunday nights. So much of the grace of God is clari-
fied as we have looked at what was involved in the religion of the Jews. Needless to say
every one is glad we are living under the new covenant.

Though | lead the Bible study every Sunday night | do not preach every morning. When | do |
have been taking my lessons from Romans as our public readings come from that book at
the moment. It's a whil esincel studied Romans and again the grace of God leaps off the
pages. So often | feel | have got it wrong, perhaps concentrating on my performance out-
wardly, rather than letting God work inwardly. What other book than the Bible can affect
us so much.

It's awhilesincel spokeat a Youth Weekend but | am being brought out of retirement from
that as it were to speak at Aberdeen in Scotland. It appealed to me as they are basing it on
theshow “The Apgpr entice”. Whil st the char acter sin those shows leaveal ot to bedesired
and seem motivated only by materialism and prestige | am fascinated by it. So | am looking
forward to presenting two lessons along the lines of the programme.

| am involved in the lives of so many broken families it makes my
heart sad. Boys and girls who would make any parent proud hardly
seen by their dad. | would like to specifically ask for prayers for the
family. That those who are together will stay together. That those men
or women who neglect their family if they have moved out will come to
their senses and realise the damage they are doing to their children.



SUNDAY SCHOOL TRIP

What a fantastic time we had at Twin Lakes
theme park, a theme park with a difference.

There are animals to pet and help feed. Well,

Jesus did say feed my sheep. There were wide
open spaces to en-
joy. And all the rides have to be pushed, pulled
or pedalled.

The weather was really kind to us and we mostly
spent the day en-
joying the out-
doors. If the
weather is bad
there was also plenty to indoors anyway with
climbing frames and ball pits and all sorts of
paraphernalia to go with it. It was the ideal place
for adults and children alike. Nearly fifty of us
went along.

After spending a lot of time looking at the various
animals and watching a ferret race it was time for
a picnic. It was like a scene from the book of Acts
as every one shared what food they had with each
other. Why is it you always want the food some one
else has got?

We watched a bird of prey display. Some sat to-
gether and drank coffee, others walked in the
countryside and the rest went on the rides.

All in all another success-

ful day out. It is worth

per severing with Sunday
School to ensure you get your annual day out.



