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Noel Whitlock

Great Commission Sunday

“And God is able to make all grace abound to you,
so that in all things at all times, having all that you need,
you will abound in every good work.”

2 Corinthians 9:8

We are limited only by our vision, resources and com-
mitment. The College Church eldership has presented
us with a great vision, and our God will abundantly supply the resources
we need to meet the challenge. The only question remaining is our level of
commitment to the dream before us. The Great Commission Sunday goal of
$365,000 is an unprecedented opportunity, and we will reach the goal if we
commit ourselves to it.

The special contribution for Great Commission Sunday is not about grow-
ing budgets, constructing buildings, or paying bills, it is about taking the
gospel into the entire world. The target of $365,000 the elders set before us
represents their faith and conviction that God has called the College Church
of Christ to do great things. God is using this congregation to reach souls and
expand the borders of His kingdom in many different places in the world, and
it's exciting to be a part of what God is doing through this church!

Our goal begins with prayer; asking God to make it pos-
sible to surpass the goal and to confirm how He is able “to do
immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine” (Ephesians
3:20). If we build on the foundation of prayer, plant the seed
of the gospel, encourage the missionary, and be faithful to
the vision, our God will always give the increase (1 Corinthi-
ans 3:6). Every member needs to carefully and prayerfully
consider how God'’s grace abounds in your life, and to allow the gratefulness
of your heart to move you toward giving generously on October 18.

The first priority of the church is people - souls! Fervently pray that the
Father will lead you to some soul you can help bring to salvation. Ask that
God will continue to help the College Church to be a growing church, and to
always give our leadership the wisdom and discernment to lead us in the way
God would have us go.

Mediocre goals do not make a great church! We do not want to settle only
for what is common and ordinary when God is calling us to do great things.
The 2009 Great Commission Sunday will be a difficult challenge, and I'm con-
fident our response will be, “We can do all things through Christ who gives us
strength.”

Great Commission Sunday is more than an annual tradition at College
Church — it’s a celebration of what God is accomplishing through us. This
church has always given sacrificially to support those who go into all the
world and share the good news of Jesus Christ. October 18 is an opportunity
to express our continuous commitment to reaching people everywhere with
the saving message of Jesus.







Family & Education

Sam Billingsley

If more than two

| people live in the same

_ house, it can be difficult
to know what everyone
is doing. Schedules
become more important as children age
and become involved in multiple activities
at school, church, family, and beyond. Try
having 1500-1800 people in your house
and then imagine the activities to track.
That is “kind of” what it is like at the
College Church. With hundreds of
activities going on every week, how does
onefitin? One moves into town and looks
for a place that is comfortable, caring,
and spiritually uplifting. Is the College
Church the place to be? Yes, itis. A
Ministry Fair is planned for September
20, 2009 to help new and old members
find an area of interest. Mark this date

on your calendar and come to the Family
Room Sunday evening, September 20, to
acquaint yourself with this congregation
and the numerous opportunities for growth
and service.

We encourage all ministry teams to plan
for this evening and show what is going
on and how others can help. Contact Jim
Nichols and others on the Involvement
Ministry for further information.

Youth & Family

Brent Wilhite
7" through 12" grades

The teens
participated this summer
in Wilderness Trek for
\ the first time in several

years. They were treated

to an amazing adventure, beginning

with a long journey to Salida, Colorado.
Trek offered our teens the opportunity

to overcome incredible adversity from
merely stepping foot onto the mountain.
Literally, we pushed each other up the
mountain carrying 50 pound back packs
filled with all the gear needed for survival
over the course of our five day journey.

As we stood at our highest point of over
13,700 feet, together we sang, prayed and
offered thanks to the God of all creation.
One word comes to mind to describe this
trip coined by our very own teens, “‘epic.”
What an epic adventure spent coming
together in summer of 2009.

Vacation Bible School

by Jama Fullerton

Vacation Bible School at the
College Church of Christ is four
nights of fun and learning about
Jesus. Each year, VBS is a huge
joint effort between Downtown,
Westside, Cloverdale and College
Churches of Christ. Planning
and meetings for VBS began in
January and continued until VBS
started on June 21. Children ages
3 through 6th grade attended. On
average, there were 500 children
in attendance each night, June 21-
24. The central theme for VBS this
year was “Crocodile Dock: Where
fearless kids shine God'’s light.”

Downtown Church of Christ
started things off by conducting
a Fun Fest, Saturday June 20 from
9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. All kinds
of games, food and teaching
opportunities were planned for
this day. Hundreds of people from
the community attended and
had a great time. In conjunction
with the Fun Fest, groups of 30
to 40 people were invited to the
community room at Simmons
Bank for information about the

church, puppet plays and drawings

for prizes. Cloverdale Church of
Christ was in charge of the Crafts
for VBS. Westside Church of
Christ provided teachers for two
Learning Centers. College Church
of Christ provided teachers for
the remaining 6 Learning Centers,
8 Edible Craft/Snack rooms and
volunteers for a game center. All
4 churches provided Guides, who
took the groups of children from
place to place each night. There
were also teams of people who

were in charge of registration,
decorating, drama/singing, t-shirts,
kitchen, and the nursery. The
church office and custodial staff
also played a vital role. One of the
most important, but behind the
scenes roles in VBS was filled by the
ladies who worked in the College
Church Resource Room. These
ladies, beginning their work back
in February, laminated and cut

out literally hundreds of signs and
name tags for VBS.

In the learning centers, the
children were taught a different
lesson each night. Classrooms for
these lessons were magnificently
transformed into a “swampy”
atmosphere. The children made a
craft each night that reinforced the
lesson. These crafts were always
something fun for the children to
take home. Children also went to
games in the Family Room for some
friendly competition that revolved
around the theme for the night. In
the edible craft/snack centers, the
children made a craft out of edible
material. This center also reinforced
the lesson as the children got to eat
the craft they had made in addition
to cookies and lemonade. There
was also a class each night for the
adults in the auditorium.

- A

No doubt, Vacation Bible School
2009 was a huge joint venture,
from those who brought cookies,
to those who were very patient as
their classroom was turned upside
down for a week, everyone was
indispensible. The ultimate goal was
to encourage children to love our
Lord. Hundreds of people worked
together to realize this goal.



