
 

S  o neither he who plants nor he who 

waters is anything, but only God, 

who makes things grow.  The man 

who plants and the man who waters have one 

purpose, and each will be rewarded according to 

his own labor.  For we are God's fellow workers; 

you are God's field, God's building.  

                      1 Corinthians 3:7 - 9 (NIV)  

 

THANK  YOU! 
First I must say, thank you to all of you that 

pray on a regular basis, give so generously, and 

write now and then to encourage me.   You are as 

much a part of this ministry as I am.   I want you 

to know that ñand know that I know.    I 

appreciate you so much, and I know that there is 

no way that I could ever repay you, so Iõm asking 

God to bless you bountifully, and I have faith 

that he is doing so even in this time of financial 

trials in our country.   Praise be to Him that is the 

giver of every good and perfect gift!    

SPEERS VISIT  

This year began as the last three years have, 

with a visit from Wayne and Brenda Speer.   This 

couple is so valuable to this work!   Every year 

their wisdom and knowledge of the Lord bless us 

in every possible way, and their friendship and 

generosity blesses everyone who comes in 

contact with them.   May God give them many 

more years to live and serve him!    

While they were here, Wayne preached for us 

and taught the classes, Brenda taught the ladies 

class, and as has become the custom, they 

entertained in my home.   Brenda is a wonderful 

cook, and she uses that gift in a 

powerful way to feed as many as 

possible earthly food, while giving 

them a chance also to spend some 

time in a personal way as well 

sharing their walk with the Lord.    
 

Wayne is a great preacher and 

teacher as well.   This year Wayne did a 

series of lessons on Wednesday nights from 

where the Bible came, the history of the 

manuscripts and  codices, and the translation into 

English.  It was a wonderful set of lessons!    
 

Even more wonderful was what it spawned.   After 

Wayne left a couple of the men continued in the 

same vein.  Artan taught a lesson about when and 

how the Bible was translated into Albanian, and 

Sokol did a lesson about the codices that were 

found here in Albania and itõs early Christian 

history, and then Artan did a lesson about how 

archeology supports Biblical accuracy.   I think 

the church was really encouraged by these 

lessons.  

GOD GIVES  THE I NCREASE 
This year the men of the congregation have set a 

theme for the year.   I 

think this is a sign of 

their growth and their 

commitment to the 

g r o w t h  o f  t h e 

congregation.   This 

yearõs theme is:  "The 

Challenge of One!" that 

is: "During One year: 

each one, evangelize 

one, teach one and 

restore one."   I truly 

believe that this 

started the year out in 

a wonderful way.   With 

such an emphasis on 

bringing others to 



Christ, our year started off with three new 

babes in Christ.   

 

Flori Goga is the brother of one of our very 

faithful members, Vijola Goga.   He was baptized 

in another church when he was pretty 

young.  For several years Flori has been on our 

periphery off and on.   Last summer his sister 

invited him to go on vacation with a group of the 

young people, and during that time several of 

the men spent some quality time with him talking 

about his soul.   Since that time heõs been 

attending pretty consistently, and on February 

first he decided that to make sure that his 

baptism was in full consciousness of the 

forgiveness of sins and commitment to Jesus as 

Lord.   Sokol Thanati baptized him again and he 

gave his life over to Christ .   Praise God!!  

Ervin Leka has been my student for almost a 

year.  He started working with Arjan Hyka, and 

you know the end result of that.   Arjanõs going 

to talk to him about his soul for sure!   Arjan 

came to me one day (knowing that I keep a 

pretty full schedule) and asked if he could give 

up one of his places and give it to Ervin to 

study.   Of course I accepted his proposal.   I 

generally let my students who are Christians tell 

me when they are ready to fly without òmomma 

bird.ó  So Ervin has been studying, and he 

decided he wanted to be a Christian.   On 

February 8, 2009, Wayne baptized him into 

Christ.    
 

Since his baptism heõs decided that heõd like to 

attend the preacherõs school which is a branch 

of Sunset here.   Heõs met with Steve Stamatis 

once, and so heõs set things into motion.  Itõll be 

January before the next session begins but he 

hopes to start then.  

 

Eneida Kovaçi is a friend 

of Daniela and Arian 

Zhusti.   They have been 

working to teach her for 

some time, and their 

efforts came to fruition 

on the 25 th  of February 

when Arian immersed her 

into the Lord.   Eneida 

òIdaó has been very 

faithful to the meetings 

of the church, and we 

are so glad sheõs our little sister now.  She and I 

have met together a couple of different times 

for her to ask me some questions that sheõs had 

while reading through the Bible.   Her eagerness 

to learn is a wonderful encouragement.  

 

YOUTH  ACTIVITIES  
This year, Iõve been asked to do a play for the 

youth day.   Again we have received a wonderful 

play from Brian Simmons, and Artan has 

translated it, and weõve started work on it.  The 

cast is young, only one old -timer ñErna, but 

really excited about serving the Lord in this 

way.  The theme of the show is accepting the 

hand of God in our lives, and being open to his 

using us in whatever way He wants, not as we 

want.  Weõve put that together with a new song 

that we have learned, òHeõs the God of this 

City,ó and have taken the chorus of the song as 

the stated theme:   òThere is Still Much to Be 

Done.ó   

 

We are excited that Tom Langley is coming to 

be our Key Note speaker.   Tom has proved 

himself an excellent communicator, and Iõm sure 

that God will bless us through him again.   Tom 

was also working in Romania when I was there on 

campaigns, and he served as one of Artanõs and 

Erikõs teachers, so itõs also a great reunion for 

us to all work together again.   We are grateful 

to those making it possible!  


