
 

H 
 
e commanded us to preach to the people 

and to testify that he is the one whom 

God appointed as judge of the living and the dead.  

                                                         Acts 10:42  

  

New Births!  

Greetings from sunny Albania.   I pray that your life 

with God is a blessing to you every day.   Mine 

certainly is.   Itõs amazing all that God does to help 

His people and bless them.   Iõm constantly 

amazed.   

This is the week four of the campaign, and we've 

had three baptisms.  Today's was extra special 

because the new sister is Lindita McDanielõs 

cousin, Brikena.   Sheõd been studying with Lindita 

for three years.  Erik asked Stinn to baptize her 

since none of the Albanian brothers were to be 

there today.   Lindita translated for him, and they 

both got choked up with happiness.   It was a 

wonderful celebration.   A small group of us went 

for coffee afterwards, and Brikena said to me, 

Iõm so happy!  Lindita shared with me that Brikena 

was the last of her relatives that she thought 

would ever become a Christian.   

The two others are 

Laureta Malaj who 

h a s  s t u d i e d 

with  Art Hitt and 

Ken Martin and 

S t i nn  M cDa n ie l  

before.   This summer 

Laureta made the 

decision to put on Christ 

in baptism.   And To all of our 

surprise and pleasure, Lauretaõs 

daughter , Françeska, who 

studied last year and this 

with Larry Samuels, Dick 

Ady, Pete Bogdanovic,  

followed her motherõs 

example just over a month 

later.   We are praying that 

there will be more.  

We also had two new physical births in our 

family.   Both of our two beautiful sisters that were 

pictured in the last Messenger, gave birth to 

healthy happy boys.   Bledi and Bonaõs Lemuel was 

born April 16 th   and Oli and Klestaõs Noel was born 

June 17 th .  I'm happy to report that they are both 

starting them out right -- coming to worship from 

the beginning.  

Comings and Goings:  

Weõve had several comings and goings this quarter 

as well.  The first of these were Art Hitt and 

Steve Merryman coming from Vancouver, 

Washington.   If Iõm not mistaken Artõs first 

summer was the summer I first moved here in 

1994.  Since then heõs come back so many times 

Iõve lost count.  Steve came with him last year for 

the first time. We are very grateful for these 

two Godly men with hearts for the lost.   

As I told you last time, Tom Langley came for our 

Youth Day and also held a gospel meeting.   He did a 

great job, but Iõll tell you more about that a little 

later  

After Tom came Brian and Amy Tindell.    Amy had 

written to Dr. Richard Duke, as Missions 



Committee Chairman back in early March.   Dr. 

Duke forwarded Amyõs message to me and several 

others.   I wrote her back, and the praying and 

selection process began.   In the end Brian and Amy 

spent two weeks with us.   They did a mini -VBS for 

the children while the parents were in the gospel 

meeting.  It looked like the children had a great 

time, and I heard several comments from those 

that observed and helped them teach about how 

much our teachers  learned from them.  

Brian and Amy also worked quite a bit with our 

youth group.   The kids really enjoyed them -- so 

much so that the men of the congregation, who 

had been looking for someone to work with the 

youth, invited them to come and work with 

us.  They wisely said that they would have to pray 

about it.   As yet we havenõt heard their 

decision.  We know that whatever God leads them 

to do will be right for us both.  

Next came Mike and Diana Folkerts.   I feel sure 

you remember hearing about them.   This is their 

third trip to Albania.   Mike and Diana have 

traveled all over the world, and we are blessed 

that they return to teach here now and 

then.   They stayed three weeks with me and we 

had a good time together.  

After Mike and Diana came Greg and LaDon 

Weston.   Greg and LaDon have also been here 

several times.   Greg did a very good seminar on 

faith.   They both taught students (mostly that 

were continuations of Diana and Mikeõs students), 

and LaDon taught the ladiesõ class.  This year I was 

blessed to have them stay with me, and since 

LaDon teaches culinary arts, we tried some new 

dishes to help me with my gluten -free diet.  

The week that Greg and LaDon were here was 

also the first week of the campaign.   For the 

first two weeks we had Pete and Pam Bogdanovic , 

Crystal Buda, and Ken and Debbie Martin.   They 

got our campaign off to a great start!   This two 

weeks we have Larry Samuels, Bev Hines, and 

Stinn and Lindita McDaniel.  

Bev and Lindita both taught ladies' class and  did 

great jobs. Itõs nice for all of us to have different 

teachers and see things from a little different 

perspective.   So as you can see, things  have been 

hopping around here.   And campaigns arenõt 

finished.  

Next week Mom comes with our long -time friend 

Edna Roberts, and Jim Fox comes back for another 

campaign.  Itõs always a blessing to have Mom and 

Jim, and Iõm excited that Edna is going to get to 

experience Albania for the first time.   


